New developments in the staging of melanoma.
As the incidence of melanoma increases, so does the search for new staging techniques that may provide important prognostic information and aid in the detection of early metastatic disease. The application of molecular techniques may provide powerful new tools in this search. This review summarizes recent findings obtained by means of conventional RT-PCR, cDNA arrays, and proteomics in the investigation of human melanoma. The molecular tools discussed in this review demonstrate how global transcript and protein analysis might contribute not only to the staging of melanoma, but may hold great promise in improving the diagnosis and treatment of this disease.